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300 acres. Thatõs roughly the size of a 
conservation easement granted by Frank and 
Sandra Piesko. An area triple the size of 
Vatican City. Hundreds of football fields 
would fit inside of it. And now, thanks to the 

Pieskos, that land is protected in perpetuity.   

òSpending quality time with my family was 
the primary reason for purchasing the first 
200 acres in Sanilac County back in 1987.ó 
Another 120 followed, says Frank Piesko.  
Bringing a family to nature to forge the 
bonds within it wasnõt a new idea of his, 

though: òI was born in Flint, Michigan and 
moved to a small farm just south of 
Frankenmuth at the age of 10.  My parents 
wanted to get our family (myself and three 
brothers) out of the city and into a more rural 

environment.ó 

The property is bisected by over 3,000 feet of 

the South Branch of the Cass River and over 
5,000 feet of the Middle Branch of the Cass 
River.  The Middle Branch and the South 
Branch converge on the property to form the 
Cass River which flows in a westerly direction 
to its confluence with the Saginaw River at 
the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge in 
Saginaw County.  
 

The land is composed of mesic forested 
wetlands, wet forested wetlands, scrub-shrub 
wetlands, and wet meadows.  Its dominant 
vegetation is aspen interspersed with 

conifers, shrub thickets, and hardwoods. 

The property provides vital corridor wetlands 
and upland wildlife habitats which serve as a 
connection for wildlife movement and create 
a natural ògreenwayó following the course of 

the branches of the Cass River. 

Frank, a dentist practicing in Frankenmuth, 
noted that in recent years managing his 
property for wildlife habitat has been one of 
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New Digs for Wood Ducks 
A partnership of GM Powertrain, Waterfowlbobõs Consulting, and the Saginaw Basin 
Land Conservancy has resulted in four houses for what is considered the most beautiful 

of all waterfowl, the Wood Duck.   

With the help of GM Powertrain Bay City, Boy Scout Explorers built the wood duck 
boxes for property located close to GM Powertrain in Bay City.  But when the ducks did-
nõt take to the houses, Jeff Jatczak, Senior Project Environmental Engineer for GM Pow-

ertrain, decided to look for another location.  òAfter a couple of years with no use, we 
decided to pull the boxes down and donate them to the Saginaw Basin Land Conser-
vancy.  The Conservancy owns over 300 acres of land in the Saginaw Bay Watershed, 

and we hoped they could find a good nesting location.ó 

And thatõs where Waterfowlbobõs Consulting entered the picture.  Bob Bissonnette 
worked for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for over 27 years and is an  
avid waterfowl enthusiast.  In 2009 Bob formed Waterfowlbobõs Consulting, a small 

Bob Bissonnette (L) and Greg  
Eagle install Wood Duck boxes . 
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his passions.  He has worked with the U.S.D.A., local county soil 
conservation district, and foresters to protect soil and water quality while 
improving the habitat.  His property likely provides habitat for White-
tailed Deer, Ruffed Grouse, Muskrat, Beaver, Wild Turkey, various Raptors 
and Owls, Great Blue Heron and other migratory waterfowl, as well as a 

number of threatened species, such as Red-shouldered Hawk, Osprey, 

Bald Eagle, and Merlin.   

òOpen spaces are precious to my wife and me.  Time spent with our 
children and grandchildren has created countless wonderful memories.  
With this conservation easement it's our hope that this opportunity will 

be available for generations to come.ó Piesko concluded.  

Piesko noted that it was a pleasure working with Saginaw Basin Land 
Conservancy staff member, Greg Eagle.  òHe worked hard to help bring it 

all together in a smooth and efficient manner.ó   

òThis is one of the largest, most diverse easements held by the Saginaw 
Basin Land Conservancy,ó stated Valerie Roof, executive director. We are 

extremely grateful for the opportunity and for Frank and Sandraõs 
generosity.ó  As Frank Piesko said, òéitõs up to each of us to do our part to maintain or enhance these open natural spaces 

for future generations to enjoy.ó   It most certainly is.  
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Volunteer Spotlight: Larry Frisch 
òOne person canõt do everything but each 
person doing something helps build the 
momentum for success.ó - Larry Frisch, 
President,  Board of Directors, Saginaw Basin 

Land Conservancy.  

For seven years now, Larry Frisch has been 
working for something he believes in ð the 
preservation of natural places. A long-time 
love of hiking, hunting, fishing and biking 
has impressed upon him the life-enriching 
beauty and utility of open spaces; places 
where he can get away from the daily grind 

and spend some time with Tyson, his 
American Water Spaniel, looking for ruffed 

grouse or woodcock.   

Larry and Jane, his wife of 36 years, have two 
grown children in Texas and Washington.  
When visiting their children, they always 
include  a hike and have been able to see a 

lot of different and beautiful areas of the 

country, but they still like Michigan best. 

His personal connection to the land, his 
passion for the environment, and the fact 
that he truly loves what he does makes Larry 

an invaluable resource for the Conservancy.  

After spending 30 years as a professional 
engineer at Dow Corning, Larry brings a 
wealth of experience that includes facilities 
design and environmental management to 
his position as president of the SBLC board of 
directors.  Larry describes his role as board 
president as òspending a lot of time working 
with other board members and volunteers to 

make sure we are keeping trust 
with our donors and landowners 
to have a sustainable organization that will 
provide the protection for the natural areas 

to be conserved forever.ó  

In addition to serving on the board and a 
number of committees, Larry has monitored 
conservation easements, represented SBLC at 
various festivals and events and has helped 
to install signs, benches and trails during 
preserve workdays. He also serves as the 
Volunteer Preserve Coordinator for the 

Fegan Nature Preserve in Ogemaw County. 

His favorite part of his work with the 
conservancy is the gratitude of a landowner 
who knows that the special place he or she 

loves will be protected forever.  

Besides SBLC, Larryõs volunteer work has 
included being a Boy Scout leader 
(Scoutmaster and Council adult leader 
training), serving as an officer and president 
of the local Professional Engineering 
Chapter, and as a Junior Achievement 
advisor.  Janeõs baked goods are a staple at 
SBLC events, and she also volunteers at her 

church and in the community.  

Larryõs commitment and passion are vital to 
the success of SBLC.  We hope that giving 
you the opportunity to meet him provides 
you with the inspiration to work with us to 

make this a better place to live ð for all of us.  

Thank you, Larry Frisch.  

Middle Branch of the Cass River,  
Piesko Conservation Easement   
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CONSERVATION EASEMENT: A landowner retains ownership and control of his or her property, but grants to the Conservancy a preservation agreement which 
limits any development potential and specifies what can and cannot be done on the property.  


